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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, YA 223 1 3-1450 

Sir: 

By Official Action mailed May 22, 2006 restriction to one of the following inventions is 
required under 35 USC 121: 

I. Claims 1-14, drawn to a beam splitter apparatus, classified in class 359, 
subclass 618. 

IL Claims 15-21, drawn to a method of controlling a beam, classified in class 359, 
subclass 636. 

in response, Applicants hereby elect, with traverse, claims 15-21 for examination in this 

case. 

The restriction is traversed for the reason that the method can only be practiced by the 
. claimed apparatus and the claimed apparatus can only be used to practice the claimed method. As a 
result, the inventions are; not separate and distinct The Office Action implies that the method can 
be practiced with an apparatus other than that of the claimed apparatus and vice versa. However, 
no examples are cited in the Office Action to support such a bold statement. Consequently, early 
examination on the-merits is courteously solicited ■ 
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To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.FJEL 1. 136 is hereby 
made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including 
extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 07-1337 and please credit any excess fees to such 
deposit account 

Respectfully submitted, 

LOWE HAUPTMAN & BEKNER, LLP 




Allan M Lowe 
Registration No. 19,641 



1 700 Diagonal Road, Suite 300 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
(703) 684-1111 AML/tal 
Facsimile: (703) 5 1 8-5499 
Date: May 30, 2006 
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